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AHALTR DEPARTMENT, 
ROYAL CHAMBaRS, 
BAGH Sek ont. 
NEN iE aT, Mon. 


JU bsmat March, TORN 


To the Chairman and Members of the Health Committee 
acting as the Port Health Authority. 


Mir. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen, 


[Mico eteesUOmItmy mRepOru sor tne wear 1944). ve Ts 
made in accordance with the Regulations of the Ministry of 
Health which prescribe the duties of the Medical Officer : 
of Health,,and their Circular No. 1937 dated llth January, 
19) 


GCOusplouLdon VORerom Health Authority <= 


tThe port Health Authority is the Mayor, Mae rHen an 
BUnmeeSsses G@heanher Borough of Newport, acting by the Council. 
it discharges Port functions in waters abutting upon the 
Wagor and St. Mellons Rkural District in addition to the 
Newport County Borough." 


cas } Os 


Riparian Districts included (wholly or in part) aia “AHN 
Por nealta bistrict arei- 


County. Borough OR Newport. 

Magor and St.: Mellons Council District: Parishes - 
NAS COLaGhitm. Redwick, Sit. Brades ana Peterstoncs. ~ 

City end County Borough of Cardiff: Parish - Rumney. 


Me 


The contributions of these Authorities towards expendit— 
Mimacmware 1m preportivon oO the Rateable Value of the Districts. 
The current Precept is as follows;- County Borough of Newport. 
Peecerper Commu ule RUral Distriey Council of Magor and St. 
VeiMona, «Wp pertecnus § City and County Borough.of Cardiff, 

Le OF? percent. — 
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Vessels Inspected during the year. 
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TABLE A. 


ne 


Number Inspected. 


eng enet  eeec er sTES * 


BY CpemcCatecallvOLntcemGor Health... Ae aa ae 4 


By the- Sanitary ce a. e* a. Bae weet et 2494. 
Number reported: ae bet Defective val Beace a, POAT 
Number :of Vessels on which defects were ‘remedied. 489 | 
Nunibér of Vessels reported as having, or having had | 

during the voyage infectious diseases on board. 18 
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source of water Supply. 


The Grinking water of the Port is obtained from the 
Reservoirs of the Corporation of Newport. The water supply 
is shipped direct. from the.town mains. There are no water 
boats. : 


INFACT TOUS. DissAdss AND ©ORT SANITARY REGULATIONS, 1933. 
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iImsoumeblon in reference tO CaSes of Infectious Diseases 
On inward vessels and vessels requiring Special attention is 
supplied by rilots by arrangement with the Pilotage Soar 
Shisving Agents and H.M. Customs. Tic Preventive On Gi Ceis 
On duty at the Alexanara Docks Entrance report any such in- 
Hormation to the Port Sanitary Inspector or by telephone to 
HWaeOLriee OUring orrice hours, and to the Medical Officer of 
beelth at his private resadence at all other times day and 
night. 


Only. one vessel arrived from a Port BNSC LEG., Or Sus— 
pected to be infected (small )0x ) GUrine tne year. No ‘case of - 
Emon wevous filiness joceurred during the voyage or after the 
vessel's arrival in Porti 


G@ne hundred and forty-seven cases of Infectious sickness, 
Pucwmuoccurcread On vessels during their vovages to Newport or 
Bouerecaeravan heres namelyi-..Malaria 25, Influenza 8, Venereal 
Diseases 88, \Weasles 1, Scabies 24, and Cerebro-Spinal-lever 1. 
weoce Tabplese"Choand: "y"). 


Ordinary cases of Infectious Diseases were accommodated 
at the: Borough Isolation Hospital and conveyed in the Borough 
Ambulances, by arrangement between the two Authorities. - There 
were no cases of Plane, Choweray Yellovwatever, .Tvyonus: Fever , 
or Smallpox. 


ihe “disinGkeciion Of cuarters iS carriec out under the 
Supervision of the Port Sanitary Inspectors and infected 
Peau seLoOudIng, «cue. 5 aS cither disinfected at ‘the Borough 
Wesimrection station or burnt. 


Venerea a hanes 

Mian loerem, Lae Medical Officer in charge of the Venereal 
Diseases Clinic at the Royal Gwent Hospital, has supplied me 
- with the following particulars re treatment of Seamen, who 
Vasined the Port during the year:- 
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There was @ large increase in the total number of 
seamen examined during the year: the figure - 303 - was 
higaer by 1) 7 whan in 1940, snd was 74.9. i above the average 
of 155.6 for the previous five years. The increase was 
solely among coloured British Subjects and Foreign Seamen. 
Among the white British Seamen there was an actual decrease . 
One 7s tiie numoer OL COlLoured Bratish Subjects examined 
showed an inecrcase of 6, and foreign seamen increased by no 
less than. 118. 


Phe MmeauronalitLles Of the Torcigen seamen examined, with 
the numbers gone Te) 1a: suffering trom, Venercal Disease in 
brackets, were: Belgians 8 (8); Chinese 14 (9); Denish 21 
Ga) 78. Dutch 59 (555) wistooians. 5.(3)5—siamnaene Ss (5) 3" Greek 
eZ 5), ) Gatnueanian 1 (1); Norwegian 51/ (49); Bolish 2 (2); 
Russian 1 (1); Spanish 3 (3); Swedish 13. (12); —~"South 
pmemmeen 1715 Yugo Slav i (1). : 


44.5 per cent of the British Seamen (White & Coloured) 
Swern per cent Of tae Hoveipn seamen examined were.found 
nou, FO,.be sutfering from Venereal Disease, compared with 
75.1. per Gent and:j/.2 per cent respectively during 1940, and 
Wee doe and 14,5 per cent respectively during the previous 
mivie VearS\. 


The book (Vo he. 
Supplied -to each ‘se 
ment at other Ports 


\eissucd by the Ministry of Health is 
aman patient to cnsure continuity of treat-— 


Pomvas uO lle Gxpected with Such a Large increase in the 
number of PamEcwts deelo Wau, ste toLad abvendances were 
higher then-usual. They numbered 975 compared with 657 in 
omenmne sin 1959, 539 inj1958, 64/ in 1937, and: with 559 the 
annual average for the five years 1936 - 1940. ihe ave rage 
mumbere OL GulLendances per patient was 3.5,only slightly less 
than the average for tne previous five years of 3.6. ne 
Beare aUuDJecLS Wlb) 4,5 -aveengances per patient did better 
then the Foreign seamen whose average per patient was only 2,46. 
Waevemies reason for the few attenagances per patient. is of 
Source thet vessels us-311> »zemain in dock only for a short 
bamce~- ©nd toils pe.lod of stay is Jess-=now than formerly, owing 
to war conditions. ; 


Propaganda. . In an endeavour to prevent further increase in 
the incidence of Venereal Disease which has occurred among 
Seemen since the Ou~break of wer, the Local Venereal Diseases 

_Committec in. conjunction with the Health Committee issued during 
the year 19L0'a port Health Brochure or Seafarers Guide for 
distribution to all seamen arriving at the Port: The immediate 
pumpose "Or the booklet is to warn.seamen of the risk of eer 
treacting Venercal Disease through promiscuous: intercourse and 
to give particulars of the’ tocal treatment centre and of. 
social centres and plr-es of entertainment available to en 
in the town. tts Giscrac.*100 Sas been continued throughout 
tHewwear 1914.” ; ae 
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Mireebacterroleocical cxeminations of rats in connection 
With Plague precautions, as well as other bacteriological 
exominetions such as Swabs’ for K.LeB.; Bloods for Widal Re~ 
action, etc. have been carried out at the Bacteriological 
Leboratory attached to the Health Department, pending the 
putting into operation of new arrangements which at present 


ere being considered by the Councils. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2017 with funding trom 
Wellcome Library 


https://archive.org/details/o2886/7385 


TABLA. C. | 
| Cases of Infectioys Sickness landed from Vessels. 
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Disease ‘Passengers. 


(Influenza. — re aa 8 aq B | 
Measles. ~ | RS Me Rs CO Me 
Scabies. | = : ihe eS | 
Cerebro- rd chabect f | 
Spinal- aes 
Bever. ID). | oe = 4 Ree 4 
Venereal | —. | re , . 
PPiseases. | .. - 72 eek de | | 
TOTAL, pe. = | 106 ef | 
» TABLE De. 


Cases of Infectious: Sickness occurring on vessels during the 
voyage I but | disposed o1 On prior 40 | arrival.’ 


No. 


of cases. during 1941. No.’ Wiieetreeeais: |. 


eee Passengers | Crew | concerned. cs 
Malaria - | 25 | 1 | 
Venereal | 
Diseases ~ | 16 ea ke 10 
ei 2a Ne Oe ee ae 
| 14 | 


MEASURES AGAINST RODENTS. 


ppeecaal AbLtTentIon is: paid to the work of detection of :-rodents 
Smevescels, Gueys, wharves, Warehouses, etc., in the Port and 
Borough. -Umcepemlcmwceeuran Cabenher is Specially ecmoloved,for 
this work. 


PeEratisation of vessels under the International Regulations 
mer une prevention of slapue, etc., is carried out .by private 
porm@s, Under tae Supervision of the Port Sanitary Inspectors: 

mine chemicals used are Sulphur and Hydrocyanic Acid. Mie wat 
momulaw2.on around the docks has been materially reduced of recent 
years by special attention to warehouses and other places of 
merbourass,  suchias river, banks, tips, etc. 309 rats were 
Peaeroyea Ch Lhese Dremises in 1941 compared with, 322 in 1940. 
On boara ship. 783 rats were destroyed as against 1106 in 1910. 


Rats _destroved during 194.4 2 In Docks, Quays, Wharves ang 
TABLE Lk. Cn ves Sse lis nd ‘Warehouses, TABLE 2. 


INNo.found to be Noe j No. jNoeround to ve 
infected with | des- Ls exam infected Wacl 
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TABLE G. 


Measures of Rat Destruction on Plague “infected" or “suspectea" 


SS nn ee ee 
——~ 


Vessel or Vessels from plague infected ports arriving in the 


Port during the year. 


No such Vessels arrived in Newport during 1941. 


TABLE H. 
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'Deratisation Certificates and Deratis 
Certificates issued during the year. 


i ess Oe: 
No. OL SMS ees aego eae @eo0 oog eee 7 


} , “ue: J | 
.| No. of Deratisation Certificates issued; ~~ 
After MVOC Ns sid fae ee 44 
BuMigacton) Sulphur ol. .s.hl se. 44 
with IBNCMhand! Sulpnur..). - | 
After trapping, 
poisoning, etc.. seis ele « Das 
Total e2e sec eee e220 stole: ae : 30 | 


No. of Deratisation Exemption Certificates issued. dd 


motall Certificates issued £4. sa. et {k. 
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Hygiene of Crew's Spaces. 
TABLE Js 


Classification of Nuisances, 


“ > 


Number Percentage 
Ons Berets. 
| 


No. of Vessels inspected during 
41941 eee eee eo @ 


Defects of original construction 


Structural defects through wear 
and tear.. coe aiate 


Dirt, vermin and other conditions 
prejudicial to health. 


, 


General Inspection of Vessels. 


10.4% per cent.of the 1944 vessels 
Foreign) inspected during the year had 
to the present standard laid down by + 


{including British and 
n 

Board of Trade. ° 

The types of nuisances and déf 

72.6 -per cent of. the nuisances were du 

Sanitary. supervision of the living qua 
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cent were due to defective structural conditions, in¢gluding 
those caused through wear and tear. The tareat cma gorniity sor 
both types of nuisances could have been avoided by stricter 
suzervision of the. crew and attention to minor. structural 
aenecus. 


With regara to individual nuisances discovered, dirty and 
verminous crew's quarters, berths, wash-places and mess-rooms 
aeeounsed tor 25e9~ ser-ecent.,°Poul water’ closets for 2.4 per 
Gemue, onc! dexcectvesond dirty lockers (55, 8epervcent, 


Hee OneacueNulon LO Latolnes=aends Structures, including 
Gereculve Stae scutties, deck prisms, ventilators, side ports, 
cable castings and hawse pipes, insufficient heating apparatus 
Sumdcicetive SuOvec, €0e.;, Were responsible tor a large 
proportion of the other insanitary conditions. 


Although many of. the above .insanitary conditions are no 
@oubt due to carelessness on the part of the crew, the “ultimate 
Pesponsibtlity, "eas suated by the snecial Committee appointed 
by shtvowners to Gnguire nto the subject, “rests upon the 
fosters cma une Gerree OL, Gleandianess, Js @ craterion of. the 
ease mp leine of “the uhio." 464 


A sudoly of the pamphict “Prevention of Infestation of 
bhips by the Bed-Bugs" compiled by the Association of Port 
Health Authorities has been obtained and copies are distributed 
to Masters of Vcssels where necessary. 


mWish tothank the Collector of E.M. Customs and his 
"Preventive": Officers and the Clerk of the Pilotage Board for 
affording promot and valuable assistance at all times in 
carrying out preventive work in. connection with Infectious 
Diseases, 


I have the honour to De, 


Your obedient Servant, 


He CATTO 


Medical Officer of Health. 


INSPECTOR'S REPORT. 


oe 


To the Chairman and Members of the Health 
Committee acting as the Port Health Authority. . 


Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen, .. 


I beg to submit my Annual Report for the year 1944. 


SHIP INSPECTION. 
During the year, 1941 vessels were inspected and 204 
(10.4 per cent) of them were found to have. nuisances or defects 


on board. It was not necessary to serve any statutory notices 
With regard to these vessels. 266 verbal: and informal notices 
were given, @s a result of which most of the nuisances and 
defects were remedied and 65 quayside nuisances abated. eye 
rc-visits were meade to vessels in connection. with Sickness 
nuisances end defects, rat destruction and -to.vessels from 


infected areas, 


(6). 
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Nuisances and Defects. 


Derue vermin end Ouner condatwzons, prejudicial to health 
accounted for 270 (72.6 per cent), structural. defects caused 
Mon custewecen and wearitor 92) (2). / per centjcand .defects..of 

‘original. construction 10 (2. 7 per cent Jor the total found. 

The numbers and-types-:of nuisances and defects dealt with on: 
all vessels together with percentages, are shown'in Table’ J 

of the Medical.Offieer of Health's Repors. Maple ei andicates 
the various nuisances dealt with and of these 9. r cent were 
due to the verminous: condition of-quarters and berths, 33.8 per 
Couns mlm rand sdereeulve (lockers, 462 per -cent-to dirty 
@uarters, 5.9 -per “cent ‘to defective ports, and 4.3per:cent to 
foul and defective water closets and fittings. 


Dirt, Vermin and other conditions prejudicial to health. 


The number of crews! quarters and berths found in a 
dimty condition during the year was GRE SUC Oa “Same as 
ene’ of the previous year. 


‘It is evident that greater care is now being exercised by 
Mastwemoer Vessels Wan sthetcontrol or vermin: both the number t 
of vessels and the number of quarters dealt with during the year 
being considerably less than those for the previous year. When 
hae Inrestavion. was, of a ‘slight nature, disinfestation was 
Garricd out by spraying a recognised insecticide’ into’ all crevices 
-.of woodwork and bunks, whilst in cases of heavy infestation the 
‘quarters were fumigated by means of burning sulphur or hydrogen 
cyanide, the metal bunks dismantled and the blow lamp used. 


PaeeMOSt of the foull water closets which came under observation 
Guseaeetne wycar were of the enamelled adron type. This type 

of pan soon becomes coated with foul matter under ordinary con- 
Gitions of usage, and when the water service is intermittent 
{deck service, ) the fouling is accelerated. ; 


Structural. Defects caused through Wear: and‘ Tear. 


Dereetive) port frames, linings and broken glasses,. defective 
Sroves and fittangs, bunks, water closets and lockers were - 
respotstple Lor the sreater number of this type of defect and 
many of-these conditions were caused by misuse erie aCe Or! 
attention, Other defects dealt with were defective ventilators 
Hane Shutes, hawse’pives, floors, leaky decks us BBOESG Rug ene 

doors. 
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Verminous crew quarters. ii AS EO Sa ae 464. 
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Rat Destruction. 


The warehouses, sheds, quays, HOtStS) Sidings, ..viver banks, 
wharves and private premises within the district were périod- 
ically inspected and 10,100 poison baits laid. down. 309 rats 
Were found dead after poisoning and of these 1935 were picked up 
on the wharves and banks of the River Usk Bea 4146 on the banks 
of the River Ebbw. Immediate measures are taken. when fresh -- 
Evucence OL Fats ds seen or their presence eh 


The number of rats destroyed on board vessels during .the 
_year was /83. ie vessels were fumigated by means of burning 
sulphur and on five of these ships trapping was also. employed, 
74 rats being Killed by traps and 408 by burning’ sulphur. 41 
vessels were fumigated with hydrogen cyanide and on three of 
these ships trapping was also employed; 52 rats being killed 
Pyetraps and 225 by hydrogen cyanide. On 5: vessels measures 
of trapping ca Wemer unenac a Ce SU baae em eae destruction oe 
2k. rats. 


Certificates issued;- Deratisation, La ee lide 


With a few exceptions, all vessels from foreign ports are: 
examined for evidence of rats and when recent indications are 
found, precautions. are taken to prevent the rats Le Te their 
‘way to the snore. 


The Parrots (Prohibition of Import) Regulations, 1930. 


ee 1 ene me 


Thirteen pudgerigars and one parakeet came under observation 
during the year. Notaces were served prohibiting their import 
and in each case a written undertaking that the birds would not 
be landed was received from the owner. Piiaecie areas Were, cise 
healthy condition and were taken away | on board the vessels when 

they left the port. 


Importation -of Animals. ae Saris. 


The various orders with reference to the importation of . 
canine and other animals, hav= been enforced during the year 1.94 
dogs and 481 cats were impprted directly or indirectly. The 
vessels concerned were Vesta neuriIng their stay in port to 
ensure that the requirements of. the Orders were observed. 


THE PUBLIC H@ALTH (cosas FOOD REGULATIONS, 1937. 
THE PUBLIC HEALTH (IMPORTED MILK) REGULATIONS, 1926. 
THE PUBLIC HEALTH (PREE SERVATIVES ETC. IN-FOOD) REGULATIONS 


eee 1925 ~,1927. S ete ais fee we 
In accordance with the powers contained in these Regulations 
relating to the inspection of Hoods arriving from foreign and. 
home ‘ports, the provisions. have . been carried out in so far as 
they concern the Public Health (Imported .¥ood) Regulations, “1937. 
With regard to the ‘Publi¢ Health (Imported Milk) Regulations, 
#926, and the Public Health (Preservatives, ete., in Food) 
ek. MOeten at has mot been faund necessary to take any 
action. 
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LicuctiitiniNOnmCerecals pedis, salmon, Lruit and vescetables 
Was Condemned aS uUngilt for human consumption, part of it was 
Vise oOmUOrmEne Ur lose Ol, animal Teeding Sturis ana the 
remainder was destroyed. 


THE PUBLIC HEALTH (SHELL FISH) REGULATIONS 1934. 


Mieke ace siONSveli Tish beds, OF Layangs Within the juris— 
CicwuOnwor une AUGhOrL by. 


I have the honour to be, 
SCO “Olosiclienng SSiewera ne 


R. M. SCORRER, 


SenLor Port Senitary Inspector. 
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